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Instead of baubles
that barely last until
January, invest in
beautiful items to use
through the year. By
Katrina Burroughs
and EmmaWells

ow are you feeling this

Christmas? A combination

of twitchy and hopeful

abourt cowers It for us. We

knew from Meryn King's

cheery inflation report last

I?:‘I.;h d:.?: we mustm't

2 out the banting” just

yet, bur prepare ourselves for F.Iua;

and hard” climb out of recession next

wear. Trouble is, we really, mally fancy

a bit of bunting. There's 3 new decade

about to begin and a whiff of economic

recovery [n the alr. Surely we can open

up the coffers a cack? Just as long as

we spend as wisely as three wise menin
ty competition?

answer is 1o cheer up our winter

Imteriors with decorative homewares

that are perfect for yuletide celebrations,

but can akso be used for ententaining all

year pound. Mothing throwsway. No

cme-season ‘wonders. Stylish kit thar

will help us hold on to that festive feel-

ing as public services are cut and taxes

rise. This year, the theme of the season
ks Christrmas for Keeps.

THIS TIME IT"S PERSOMAL
The truth sbout Christmas decorating
trends is that, no matter whether the
het new look is “gothic yube™ with
black tinsel, or a surreal festive scene
featuring upside-down trees, your home
will probably look pretty much bilke Last
year, Unbess, that is, like the interior
designer Antonia Stewart, you ane deco-
rating the first Christmas tree of your
own. "Obrriously | used to help out my
rents doing our tree when we were
itthe,” she says, thoroughly overexcited,
“but in tesms of having autonomy over
my owmn ook, this ks the first year.

Stewart, 15, i 8 decorator who
specialises in a warm, relaxed “modern
English" style, understated and subthy
coloured, Tutored by her 15-month-old
daughter, Serena, and five nephesws and
nieces under the age of seven, she &
especially shrewd at building into her
rooms @ resistance o "hL;Eemllmn:\r
fingers™: #tri mther & lain
carpets, a mﬁfpummdu\fﬂls.
plenty of pictures and photos, but few
ornaments at grabbable height.

She and her hushand, Henry, 17, a
banker, moved to a five-bedroom Vie-
torian terraced house in southwest
London a year ago, On Christmas Day
last year, the couple had scancely
unpacked their furniture, bat this time
amund Stewarn has mken great delight
in seasonal decorating, starting with
the front door: an cutsire, welcoming
natural-foliage wreath, set with dried
fruits, chilli and cinammon sticks (see
panel, right), makes a big entrance,

*I wanted everything to be warm and
homely,” lh:nnn‘wl:hmlw red and
white ﬁfm ears, felr caral singers
and stockings, tin painted parcels and
stars, and lots of Gisela Graham snimals,
strung throughout with white lighea.®
Acropof golden , amd old-fashioned
crystaland -besad star, add a touch
of grovm-up glamour (from £11; 0890
241 3590, plumo.com), offset by paper
chains and snowflakes made by the
children. All will be tressured for
Christrmases to come.
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Not just for
Christmas

TOP TABLES

There are some hovely new linens this
year — and, a5 long as you steer clear
of the ones with Santa motifs, most of
the embroldered ranners and princed
placernats will serve just as well for
other celebrations. The Christmas table
linen at Scandi Living (01428 6814M,
scandiliving.com}, especially Linum's

Tara runners (£25) and Antoinette table
mats (€7, is & joyful combination of
festive and folksy, Heal's currently has
a constellaten of crimson felt star-
shaped placemats, coasters and napkin
rings (from £4 & coaster; D870 (124 07RO,
headsco.uk). On a slimmer budget, look
at the Snowilake placemat in plum
from Dunelm Mill (£3; osas 165 6565,

duneim-millcom] If you fancy some
new glassware, the top tumblers this
winter are the gorgeous thick red glasses
with engraved stars at Ben Pentreath
(E59; 030 730 2528, benpentreathocom)
And Conran has tall, red, hand-blown
wineglasses by Niccl Green (£2.50 each,
cham, flutes £7.95; 0834 B 4000,
comir ukl

“NO ONE-SEASON
WONDERS. NOTHING
THROWAWAY. THIS
IS STYLISHKIT

THAT WILL HELP US
HOLD ON TO THAT
FESTIVEFEELING™

VITAL VESSELS

Our favourite find this winter has been
metalware by a Swedish firm, Pluto,
including openwork bowls made froma
thicket of branch and leaf shapes (£35;
mses aepss0, norhlightdesign couk)
For crafrwork that you'll prize for ever,
try one of Maya Selway's silver bowls.
Based on simple, traditional Japanese
shapes, and made from recycled silver,
they are luminousty kevely (Kishu bowl,
BOTT X DT X D0GTn, £450; (79SS SROAS],
mayaselway.com)

Eva Solo's silver maple-leal dish is
pleasingly organic (mcm wide, from
CO6; D410 SA160, paper-tiger.co.uk). For
a cheap and very cheeriul option —
Pty contadness for frait and nuts — try
Bambu's wowven bamboo dishes, which
come in citrus yellows, greens and
shocking pink {£12 fior @ trio of round
baskets; 00 %80 818518, greentulip.oo.ak)

LIGHT UP YOUR LIFE

Extra lighting is the perfect decoration
for any minos festivity. In the case of tea
lights, more is more, so stock up. The
best this year inchede coloured hanging
halders from Rockett 5t George (£14.95
for six; 020 &350 5450, rockettstgeorge
covuk) and glais ones called Kivi, made
by litala, which come in a rainbow of
chear and frosted colours (from £9; 020
T5ad 2066 wierw' skandium.com),

Fairy lights have been liberated from
the Christrnas tree, and now sppear
ot after-dark parties all year round.
Ecocentric affers sets of 25 sparkly, love-
energy colour-changing LEDs (£14; 020
7739 1888, ecocentric.co.uk). For classic
lighting, you can't beat clegant silver
candlesticks; a funkier alternative is the
Ravello five-arm crystal candelabea, in
black, red or clear, svallable at Heal's
(From £200; (&0 024 0780, heals co.uk)

ALL WRAPPED UP

Woven Welsh blankets from Hen &
Hammeock, in muted checls, will be 5
year-roiand treat (1S0cm X 1200m, £30;
o16e4 217060, henandhammock.co.uk)
From Klippan, the stylish Swedish
textiles firm, comes a lovely woollen
blanket decorated with coloured rings
{130cm x 180cm, £130; 01865 MEAS0,
nomhlightdesign.couk). And the hand-
printed quilts from Lulu and Nat
(fuchsia butterfly king-size quilt, £27;
0 7 6754, laluamdnat.com) will bring
the colours of the Indian subsontinent
1o your chilly horme.

If you've been really, really good this
year, you might deserve a special treat.
Tlu Rug Company has just launched
mntha‘nd-mnumdwﬂl EApestrics,
mdudm%: design by Rob Ryan, the

nd the highly fashionable

' cwtowts, featuring fanciul :m;ﬁcl of

lovers, hearts, birds, keys and

of homespun wisdom. I¥'s called We
Had Everything, and is @ reminder to
count our blessings (100cm X MW00cm,
£ass; 020 TI29 5148, therugcompany.
info), Thats not a Christmas
message — certainly better than ban-
ning bunting.

12 Sew overleaf for it ideas for the
housr-protd and grotn-fimgensd




